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The research on the modern university system is increasing for the past 
years as the abrupt rising of institutional analysis school in the social science 
research and the institutional innovation in the higher education reformation. 
Under this circumstance, the dissertation to analyse the modern university 
institutions from new angles emerge in large numbers, such as organizational 
theory, institutional economics, property rights and corporation. However, as far 
as nowadays, we must find right conceptual frame, which could integrate the 
scattered academic resources, so that we could get virtual breakthrough in the 
study on the institutions of modern university  
After reading large quantities of literatures and repeated thinking, I 
consider the third sector as a good choice. First, the development of the third 
sector has the same social background with the modern university reformation; 
second, the history and physiology base of the third sector theory has the same 
origin with the dichotomy during the course of the development of public and 
private universities; Third, the academic background of the third sector, such as 
the civil society, governance theory and new country theory, is the deep base of 
the institutional innovation of the modern university; fourth, the third sector is 
not only an important academic idea, but also an important social movement. It 
is changing the social structure in which the modern university exists, so that the 
university will have to choose in the “crossroad”. In this situation it is both the 
objective demand of practice and the inevitable choice of the researchers to 
study the modern university institution from the angle of the third sector.  
In the conceptual frame of the third sector, the thesis focuses in the 
following four angles: Firstly, the thesis analyzes the rising, developing and 
changing of the public and private university institution in the world from 
history and reality dimensions, furthermore, it generalizes the basic characters of 
public and private university institution which is described in traditional and 













the third sector from angles of academic and social background, the base of 
history and physiology; furthermore, the thesis focuses “the development of the 
third sector and the reorientation of the modern university, puts forward the idea 
of “the modern university belongs to the third sector”, and describes “the 
modern university in the angle of the third sector” in detail. Thirdly, the thesis 
studies the history, reality and reformation object of the Chinese modern 
university institution (after 1949) from different aspect of public and private 
universities. It stresses the influence of the unit system on Chinese modern 
university institution which has been ignored by researchers, and make the 
following reformation suggestions from the angle and the third sector: to change 
from “unit society” to “civil society”, from “public institution” and “private 
non-enterprise unit” to “non-profit organization”, from “both the natural person 
and the juridical person can set up a university” to “not-for-profit”. Fourthly, 
based on the above, the thesis gives the nuclear idea generally: the modern 
university institution must change into third sector beyond the dichotomy of 
public and private ones in the future; furthermore the thesis analyses the ideal 
type of modern university institution in detail from the dimensions of practice of 
educational reformation and development and the changes of theory research; in 
the end the thesis puts forward three standards of the ideal type of the modern 
university institution: autonomy, not-for-profit and non-government, and 
analyses them in detail. 
Through above study, the author believes that the third sector integrates the 
institutional merits of the government, enterprise and the other organizations. In 
the frame of the third sector, the modern university is more open rather than 
close; it will build up cooperation partnership with the government and 
enterprise instead of going far away from them; it will learn how to manage, not 
be unable to make profit; it will step into the central of society to cooperate 
without retreating to the edge in negative autonomy. Above all, with the 
autonomy, not-for-profit and non-government as the institutional rule, with the 













conscience as the final aim, the modern university serves the profit of the 
country through producing of human capital and society capital, and helps to 
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